
Charlotte Blake Alston is a nationally acclaimed storyteller, 
narrator, singer, and librettist who performs in venues throughout 
North America and abroad. A highly sought after storyteller, she 
is committed to perpetuating the African and African American 
oral storytelling traditions. 

She has made multiple appearances in such venues as the 
Smithsonian Institution, the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts, the National Museum for Women in the Arts, 
the National Storytelling Festival, and the National Festival of 
Black Storytelling. She was one of two storytellers selected to 
present at the historic weekend opening of the National Museum 
of African American History and Culture  
in Washington, DC. 

Alston has appeared as host and narrator of The Philadelphia 
Orchestra’s school and family concerts since 1991. She was 
the featured host, storyteller, and narrator of the Carnegie 
Hall Family and School Concert series from 1995 to 2016. Her 
narrative voice can be heard on documentaries aired on PBS and 
on Fels Planetarium shows. She is the narrative voice of maternal 
and newborn care health training videos for UNICEF and Global 
Health Media.

Alston has been a featured storyteller at both presidential and 
gubernatorial inaugural festivities. She has received numerous 
honors and awards including a Pew Fellowship in the Arts, the 
Commonwealth of PA Artist of the Year Award, the National 
Storytelling Network’s Circle of Excellence Award, and the 
Zora Neale Hurston Award, the highest award conferred by the 
National Association of Black Storytellers. In 2015, she received 
the Distinguished Teaching Award from the Alumni Association 
of the Friends Select School, where she taught prior to launching 
her artistic career. It is an honor she greatly cherishes.
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